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Cear Malzolm 19" Apri1, 2000

Here as promised 15 2y proposed catalogue ertry for the Type S7C Bugatti
Atalante which {3 to De offered at your forthcoming Los Angeles sale:- 1938
3UGATTI TYPE S5S7C ATALANTE Chassis No: 57€41 Ergine No: 456 or 474 iSee
appended notes) Coachwork: A%zlante with rcll-back top by Bugatti (Ditzo)
Two-tene silver aud grey. Engire: scraight oight, twin overhead cemshafts,
sixteen valves, Bugatti-Rcots supercharger and twin-chcke Stromberg UUR2
Jpdraft carburettor, co!l ignition, 3257¢c giving 1¢0 bhp @ 4500 zpm.
Gearbcx: 4-speed manual; Suspension: beam froant axle with half-e¢lliptic
springs, live rear axle with reversed quarter-elliptic aprings and de Ram
shock absorbers front and vear; Brakes: fully compensated cable syatem
operating on drum brakes; Right hand drive. The Series 2 Type 57 Bugatti
was8 introduced for the 1936 mode. year and imprcvenaente over the criginal
version included a flexibly mounted engine giving greater refinement which
was fitted to a necessarily stiffer and heavier chassis frame. The engine
had detail changes to its camshafts and tlainy, ius axhaust manifold was
redesigned and its crankcese wam furthor modified to provide an extra drive
permitting ar oprional surercharger —o be fitzed. De Ram shock abesorbers
replaced the eariiez Telecortvrol Hartfords and £finally the dashtoard
featured two large central instruments rather than the previoua gsingle
unit. The four s-ancard styles of coachwork or. cffer remajined essertially
unchanged, these berng the Galibier four-door saloon, the Ventoux two-dooz
coupé, the Stelvio cabriclet and the two-gseater Atalante.

1. This particular exampie, Chagsis Mo 57641 fited with Engine No 4356,
was irvciced as a Type 57 Ventoux on 15tk November for delivery directly
to its firs:t French owner who was named Bept-faut. By around 1960 it had
passed into the cwnership of Henri Nove, the wel_=known Parisien Bugatti
enchusiast and restorer, having already peen re-registered with the number
8335 2 75 in the new French registrazion system intzoduced in 1950.
According to French Bugattl authority Pierre-Yves Laugier this car was
fitted with Atalante ccachwork taken from an earliexr car by a gacage in
Paris in arcund 1956-61. Howevexr, Hugh Conway’s 1962 Bucatti Reglster lists
the car as still a Ventoux 20 the change, prcbably executed by Novo himself,
may have been completed snortly thereafter. In High Conway's update to his
original register published in instalments during 1873-74 in ‘Bugantics’,
the quarterly journal of the 3Jugatti Owners’ Club, the car is listed fer
the first time as & Type S7C but fitted with Engine No 474 and owned by A
Jelincourt o Moatreuil out withcut any rafarence to its style of coachwork.
Thus by this date the car had evidently both had an engine charge and been
supercharged.

2. The engires fitted to Typs 57C Bugattis were allocated a separate series
of engine numbers with the suffix "C” so tne replacement No 474 was not
originally a supercharged example. Unfortunately, Engine No 474 ie one of
the few for which the apocific Type 57 chassils te which it was fitted
-emains unknown, Lowever Noa 473 and 478 were fit:ed respectively to Chassias
Nog 57645 and 57650 so it must have bean close to that of this particular
car. Aithough the supercharger was evidently fitted between 1960 and 975
the exact date ia not known, however it may weil nave been fitted by Novo
at around tha same time that the cocachwerk was changed. Apazt from the
later Aravis cabriolet the Atalante was by Zfar the rarest style of standard
coachwork fitted to the Type 57 Bugatti, only 37 axamplaes being procduced
between 1935 and 1939. The great majority were bullt by Bugatti’s own



coachbuilding department at their Molsheim factocy and the cemaincer b

ngqlaff of nearby Colmar. Interestingly the fa:toéi records for 1935, it:
fizst year of its production, refer toe the model as the Faux-Cabriolet,
not designating 1t as ar Atalante uncil tre following year. Of tha eight
examples constructed on the Series . Type 57 chassis during 1935 {t is
believed that only two or three featured tne roll-back bureau-style top as
fitted to the example on offer, Only one further such exasple was produced,
in 1336 cn & Series 2 car which survives in its original form to the prasent
day, and therefore it ls c¢onciuded that the coachwork fitted to this
partlcu;a: car iIn arcund 1962 was taken from a 1935 model. Since its
ownership by Celincourt this car has for the last geveral years formed part
of the large stable of #n internatiocnally renowned French collector. It is

finished lr two-tone silver and grey paintwork with matching grey leather
upholstery and wool carp3ts. Estimate $550-650.CCO.

Please rncte that I have elsn quoted Engine No 474, as given in Conway’s
1873-74 regiszer. If in fact the original Nc 456 i3 now fitted then it
should have 57€41 5 456 stamped on the rear left (passenger) side of the
upper crankcase, It may of courge have been overstamped! IZ however it is
actually Ne 474 iz should also have the corresponding Chassis No (57650 or
thereabouts) stamped in the sume place. I am afraid that you will have to

check this, either Jirect.y or via the vendor, and then amond my entry iz
necessary.

I may be wrong but T dz nor think that Gangloff produced any decapotable
Atalantes, hence ny claim that the coachwork is by Bugatti, But do please
tirst check also whether any EBugatti (or Gangloft) plates are fitted, 29
for example on Atalante #57254 you had at Peoble Beach last year. Alszo.
although the car was not invoiced until November 1938 I am aimost certain
that it i1s a Series 2 and not a Seriles 3 which was introduced in March 1938
but not I believe marketed in any significant numbers, if indeed at all,
until towards the year end. If however the car should feature telaeacopic
shock absorbers instead of de Rams and or:-ginal Bugetti- ZLcckheed hydraulic
brakes (the latter sonetires retro-fitted, thoe former rarely it ever), then
please avend these ¢eraili3 givan to match those of 5772% scld at Nine Elms
on March Zzitn.

3. Plerre also advised that, whilst the main bodywork, rear wings and
bonnet hac been soarced from an earlier Atalante, he thought that the front
wings may ka frcm the originel Ventoux. I was unabla to check thia from
your faxed photos which were not too clear so I suggeat that you check them
againat cther Atalante and Ventoux photos, notabiy #57254 abovae, although
{t has to ke conceded that all toc ofter. ostensibly :identical mrodels do
appear to differ one from another in many minur details anyway.

I am sure that you appreciate that writing catelogue entries such as the
ebove is rendersed far more difficult when the car has not even been seen
let alone inspeczed, and in this instance particularly so becsuse rthe car
does not appear :in either of the twd more comprehensive (i.e., the British
end Averican) Bugatti registers. Please do not infer that I am seéking the
cpportunizy to inspect all cars in future, far fzom it because I fully
realise that in most cases this would not remotely be viable. But I am
afraid that it does mean that I have t¢ ask you tr check various matters
youraelf and ther. epend my entry accuzcingly. Nevertheleas, I trust thas
these notes will aesist you in this raspect, bul shoulc you nead any further
sdvice then us always please do not resitate to contstw me again.

Kindest regards, David Seweli.



